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Subject Code CHC232

Subject Title China and the World
Credit Value 3

Level 2

Pre-requisite/ Nil

Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Objectives

Cultural exchanges are inevitable in the global era, where people
with different cultural backgrounds come together every day. Yet,
for their frequent occurrences that at times give rise to mutual
understanding and respect, such exchanges are also rife with
mishaps, resulting in tension and even conflicts. This subject will
study a diversity of materials, including memoirs, diaries,
travelogues, and literary works to gain an understanding of the
nature and process of such contacts, and to analyze critically the
cultural assumptions that shape the encounters between China and
the rest of the world, including the underlying colonial, religious,
commercial, intellectual, and political drives. The course will also
provide a historical overview of the cultural exchanges between
China and the rest of the world since the fourteenth century.
Students will develop a culturally sensitive attitude in the process
and apply what they learn from the subject to similar cross-cultural
situations that they experience or witness in their lives.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a) possess a fundamental knowledge of the history of cultural
interactions between China and the rest of the world,
especially since the 14" century,

b) discuss in an informed way the possibilities and pitfalls of
cross-cultural communications,

c) analyze with historical insights the success and failure
China’s interactions with the rest of the world,

d) exercise cultural sensitivity in their dealings with people
with different cultural backgrounds, and

e) understand the concept of hybridity that characterizes all
cultures in the world today.




Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)

1. Introduction: Image, Imagination and Representation:
China and the world.
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Commerce and Trade: The Silk Road.
Travels: The Mongol Rule and Marco Polo.
Exploration: Admiral Zheng He.

Religion: Matteo Ricci and Xi Xue Dong Jian (75 £ 5 ),

or the Coming of Western Ideas to the East.
6. Nationalism: Ideas of Modern China under Western

Influence.

7. Education: New schools and new destinations.

8. Cities: Shanghai and Hong Kong as examples.

9. Immigration: Chinatowns and Chinese Diaspora.

10. Technology and globalization: vernacular industrialism.

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

This subject will be taught in a combination of lectures and

student-led discussions. Students will need to take a mid-term
quiz and make oral presentations in groups on assigned topics.
The final paper is a written response to one of the books in the
reference. When working on the assignments, students need to
bring to bear the key concepts that they learn from the subject and
their own research findings. Consultations can be provided to help
students prepare their presentations and final papers.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Specific assessment

%

Intended subject learning

methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)

a b c d e
1. In-class 10% v | v | v |V |V
assessment
2.Mid-term quiz 20% v vV |V |V |V
3.0ral presentation 30% v | v |V |V |V
4.Final paper 40% v |V |V |V |V
Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

The attendance and mid-term quiz are designed to encourage students to

participate in class discussions and to acquire factual knowledge of the
subject. Building upon them, the oral presentation and final paper allow
students to use knowledge of facts to do deep factual explanations and
make a case for the global interconnectedness of the matter under

discussion.




Student Study Effort | Class contact:
Expected
= Lectures 26 Hrs.
= Tutorials 13 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
» reading 38 Hrs.
= writing 35 Hrs.
= Discussions/activities 8 Hrs.
Total student study effort 120 Hrs.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes




Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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