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Subject Code CHC325P 

Subject Title The Interaction between East Asian Maritime World 

東亞海域交流史 

Credit Value 3 

Level 3 

Pre-requisite/ 

Co-requisite/ 

Exclusion 

Exclusion: CC2CN29P 

Objectives 

 

The aim of this course is to ensure students develop a 

multidimensional, cross-cultural global vision of the East Asian 

maritime world. In order to do this, this course will discuss the 

manner in which East Asian waters have acted as a global network, 

facilitating trade and exchange, and have been used by fishermen, 

private and official traders, governments (nations) and government 

institutions, pirates, and travellers for both commercial, military, 

diplomatic and private purposes, such as migration or voyages in 

the past and present. In addition, this course aims to examine the 

multilateral exchange relations between China, Taiwan, the 

Ryūkyū Islands, Japan, Korea, and Vietnam, as well as exchanges 

with European nations. In particular, there will be a focus on the 

different factors and dominant forces in reshaping the era, including 

the Zheng He voyages, Woku, and state enterprises. 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

(Note 1) 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

  

a) understand the main characteristics of the East Asian maritime 

world and the societies involved, in particular, China, Japan, 

Korea, and Vietnam within economic, cultural, and social 

contexts.  

b) examine the main factors and key parties that have shaped 

different times.  

c) become acquainted with the main methodologies, frameworks, 

and approaches in maritime studies.  

d) reflect upon global consciousness and reframe the role and 

position of China and East Asia in the world from a broader 

perspective. 

Subject Synopsis/ 

Indicative Syllabus 

(Note 2)  

1. Integrating Maritime Asia with World 

2. Prehistoric Maritime Silk Road 

3. The Genesis of East Asia: Early Imperial China 
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4. Cross-Cultural Interactions in Tang 

5. The Open Sea, from Song to Yuan  

6. Zheng He Voyage 

7. The Tribute Network 

8. The Dawn of the Global World 

9. The Golden Age of Piracy  

10. Smuggling and Customs 

11. Treaty ports & Cities 

12. Migration and Diaspora: overseas diaspora and European 

expatriates 

13. Epilogue: East Asian waters as global network of trade and 

exchange 

 

Teaching/Learning 

Methodology  

(Note 3) 

This course will be primarily taught through lectures and tutorials. 

The theoretical and conceptual frameworks, perspectives, and 

approaches will be taught in lectures focussing on designated 

themes. The tutorials will consist of presentations and discussions 

based on the assigned topics and reading materials. In addition, a 

variety of class activities including museum visits, cross-cultural 

international seminars, and, depending on circumstances, virtual 

tours, will be arranged to provide a multifaceted learning 

experience for students. Student participation and group 

presentations will be assessed.  In addition, students will be 

required to conduct research on specified topics and write a term 

paper to demonstrate their understanding of the course content. 

Assessment Methods 

in Alignment with 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

(Note 4) 

 

Specific assessment 

methods/tasks  

% 

weighting 

Intended subject learning 

outcomes to be assessed (Please 

tick as appropriate) 

a b c d   

1. Class 

Participation 

25% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

2. Group 

presentation 

25% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3. Term Paper 50% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Total  100 %  

 
Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in 

assessing the intended learning outcomes: 

Term papers, group presentations, and class participation are the 

three methods of assessment used to measure the students’ 

attainment of intended learning outcomes and understanding of the 

key factors influencing the transformation of East Asian waters. 
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The term paper of about 2000 words on a topic relevant to the 

course material will be used to assess students’ mastery of the main 

content of the course and their ability to pursue their own learning. 

Classroom presentations are especially well-suited in 

demonstrating the depth of knowledge of key issues arising from 

the lectures acquired by students as well as providing a 

comprehensive method for evaluating students’ understanding of 

intended learning outcomes. 

Student Study Effort 

Expected 

 

Class contact:  

▪ Lectures 22 Hrs. 

▪ Tutorials 13 Hrs. 

▪ Class activities 4 hrs.  

Other student study effort:  

▪ Readings  60 Hrs. 

▪ Writings 30 Hrs. 

▪ Discussion  3 Hrs. 

Total student study effort  132 Hrs. 
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Note 1:  Intended Learning Outcomes 

Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion. 

Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.    
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Note 2:  Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus 

The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the 

syllabus should be avoided.  
 

Note 3:  Teaching/Learning Methodology 

This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate 

learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.  
 

Note 4: Assessment Method 

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of 

the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief 

explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes. 
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