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Form AR 140 

 

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
 

Subject Description Form 
 

Please read the notes at the end of the table carefully before completing the form. 

 

Subject Code CHC330P 

Subject Title Material Culture in China and East Asia 

中國及東亞物質文化 

Credit Value 3 

Level 3 

Pre-requisite/ 

Co-requisite/ 

Exclusion 

Nil 

Objectives 

 

       The material phenomena surrounding human life are an important channel 

for reflecting human cultural identity. This course will introduce the basic 

concepts and theories of material culture, methodological approaches, and 

the development of related issues, followed by an analysis of Chinese and 

East Asian artifacts, images, everyday objects, and architecture to explore 

how they reflect culture and the role they play in cultural activities and 

the cultural meanings they represent. 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

(Note 1) 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

  

a) be equipped with material culture-related knowledge and literacy; 

b) Understand interdisciplinary material culture related theories; 

c) Understand and reflect on the characteristics of Chinese and East Asian 

culture through a material perspective; 

d) have the ability to collect data, analyze literature and write essays. 
 

Subject Synopsis/ 

Indicative Syllabus 

(Note 2)  

 

1. Introduction: What is Material Culture 

2. Material Culture Theory and Method  

3. Material Systems: Material, Technological, and Sociocultural Change 

4.Distribution and exchange of goods: gifts and commodities 

5. Buildings and Houses 

6. Food politics  

7. Symbolic Meaning of Costumes 

8. Commodity consumption and globalization：Celadon porcelain, silk and 

Ukiyoe 

9. Chinese classical theater, performance and material culture 

10. Objects and Contemporary Family Life 
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Teaching/Learning 

Methodology  

(Note 3) 

 

Lectures will provide the theoretical frame to analyze the subject’s contents, 

while tutorials will be given to in-depth discussions of selected topics from the 

readings.  Students will be asked to contribute to the class orally and in 

writing, both of which will allow them to reflect on what they learn.  A mid-

term and a final quiz will test students’ grasp of their knowledge of the 

content of the subject. A term paper will solidify students knowledge of the 

subject while facilitate their independence in thinking and writing. 

 

 

Assessment 

Methods in 

Alignment with 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

(Note 4) 

 

Specific assessment 

methods/tasks  

% 

weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes to be 

assessed (Please tick as appropriate) 

a b c d   

1. In-class assessment 10% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

2. Oral presentation  35% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3. Final quiz 30% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

4. Final paper 25% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Total  100 %  

 
Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the 

intended learning outcomes: 

The In-class assessment and discussion, oral presentation and Final quiz are 

designed to test students’ grasp of the factual knowledge of the subject, and 

consequently allow the teacher to assess the learning outcomes a, b, c and d. 

The final paper serves the same purpose, with the addition of allowing 

students rooms for personal interpretation and reflection. 

Student Study 

Effort Expected 

 

Class contact:  

▪ lectures 26Hrs. 

▪ tutorials 13Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

▪ reading 38Hrs. 

▪ writing 35Hrs. 

▪ discussion 8Hrs. 

Total student study effort  120Hrs. 
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Note 1:  Intended Learning Outcomes 

Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion. 

Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.    
 

Note 2:  Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus 

The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the 

syllabus should be avoided.  
 

Note 3:  Teaching/Learning Methodology 

This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate 

learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.  
 

Note 4: Assessment Method 

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which 

of the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief 

explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes. 
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