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Form AR 140 

 

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
 

Subject Description Form 
 

Please read the notes at the end of the table carefully before completing the form. 

 

Subject Code CHC331P 

Subject Title Oral History and Its Application  

口述歷史及其應用 

Credit Value 3 

Level 3 

Pre-requisite/ 

Co-requisite/ 

Exclusion 

Nil 

Objectives 

 

This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the theories 

and practices of oral history and guides students to explore the use 

and significance of oral history in constructing history. This subject 

also aims at developing students' empathy and sense of belonging 

to our society, through learning how the use of oral history helped 

construct our societal consciousness. 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

(Note 1) 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

  

a) identify the key concepts and theoretical frameworks used in 

oral history;  

b) apply methodological concepts and basic skills in conducting 

interviews, recording, and preserving oral materials in an 

ethical way; and  

c) evaluate histories from below and the significance of oral 

history in historical construction  

d) develop a cultural understanding of people and community 

study based on critical insights and social consciousness. 
 

Subject Synopsis/ 

Indicative Syllabus 

(Note 2)  

1. Introduction – What’s oral history 

2. The use of oral history 

3. Oral history and memories 

4. Theories of oral history 

5. Practice of oral history 

6. Interview skills and ethics 

7. Preservation of oral materials 

8. Engaging the community 

9. Workshop(I) planning and preparation 

10. Workshop (II) on-site interview 

11. Workshop (III) transcribing and editing 

12. Workshop (IV) analysis 

13. Conclusion 
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Teaching/Learning 

Methodology  

(Note 3) 

This subject aims at learning by practical application of 

methodologies. Key concepts and methodologies introduced in 

lectures will have a practical application as this course will be 

designed as a collaborative project on oral history in communities, 

working with a wide range of institutions, NGOs, and/or relevant 

parties. 

Workshops will be provided to guide students in planning, 

preparing, interviewing, and transcribing collected data. The 

interview scripts and report will be submitted as their final product 

to be assessed. At the same time, classroom participation and group 

presentations will be used to deepen students' understanding of this 

area. 

Assessment Methods 

in Alignment with 

Intended Learning 

Outcomes 

(Note 4) 

 

Specific assessment 

methods/tasks  

% 

weighting 

Intended subject learning 

outcomes to be assessed (Please 

tick as appropriate) 

a b c d   

1. In-class 

Participation 

25% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

2.  Group 

Presentation 

25% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

3. Interview scripts 

and report 

50% ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Total  100 %  

 
Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in 

assessing the intended learning outcomes: 

The interview scripts and report are designed to measure the students’ 

attainments of intended learning outcomes, especially in applying the interview 

skills and analytical framework of oral history. Class participation and Group 

presentation are aimed at developing a strong understanding of key concepts 

and approaches in oral history by reading and discussing certain assigned 

materials. 

 

Student Study Effort 

Expected 

 

Class contact:  

▪ Lectures    18 Hrs. 

▪ Tutorials  13 Hrs. 

▪ Workshops 8 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  
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▪ Interviews and Preparation  24 Hrs. 

▪ Transcribing and editing scripts  30 Hrs. 

▪ Analysing   12 Hrs. 

▪ Reading 24 Hrs. 

Total student study effort   129 Hrs. 
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Note 1:  Intended Learning Outcomes 

Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion. 

Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.    
 

Note 2:  Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus 

The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the 

syllabus should be avoided.  
 

Note 3:  Teaching/Learning Methodology 

This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate 

learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.  
 

Note 4: Assessment Method 

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of 

the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief 

explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes. 
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