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Subject Code CHC332P
. . Global Chinese-language Literature
Subject Title SRR
Credit Value 3
Level 3
Pre-requisite/ Nil

Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Objectives

The current studies of Chinese literature and culture have
shown the new tendency of going beyond the nation-based
narrative, examining it in a global context and emphasizing the
diversity of Chineseness manifested in various locations and
environments. Inspired by the ideas of “global China” and of
modern Chinese language as a global expressive medium, this
course discusses a selection of representative literary works that
were produced from and circulated among the different geo-
cultural spaces of the Chinese-speaking societies and communities
in Mainland China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, and Malaysia.
This course highlights the emergence of a “global China” as a broader,
inclusive territory of inquiry and aims to provide a new perspective
to discuss how these cultural productions first and foremost
presented an affective, aesthetic, sensual experience of
Chineseness. This course aims to provide the students with the
diversity of experience about Chineseness through reading
literature.

This course encourages students to probe these questions:
1) What kind of aesthetic-sentimental realm did this body of literary
work create for the emergence of a global audience? 2) How diasporic
identities and subjectivities were constructed and negotiated through
this body of literary work? 3) How did this body of global Chinese
literature help mobilize historical memory and individual desire,
facilitate the imagination of the socio-economic and cultural
blueprints, and create new identities of being Chinese in today’s
globalizing world?

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a) understand Chinese-language literature within a global
context;

b) comprehend the aesthetics of literature as well as the
historical condition and cultural values that inform these

1




works;

c) develop reflective skills and critical thinking in their
learning through examining and analyzing these literary
works;

d) understand the multiple and diverse experience of being
Chinese in a globalized world;

e) develop good writing skills

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)

1. What is “global China” and “global Chinese-language
literature™?

2. Reading Lu Xun as global Chinese-language literature
3. Reading Eileen Chang as global Chinese-language literature
4. Bei Dao and World Poetry

5. Post-human Temporal and Spatial Construct in China’s science
fiction: Hao Jingfang’s “Folding Beijing”

6. The Nostalgic and the Operatic: Pai Hsien-yung. “The Eternal
Snow Beauty” (1965), “Wandering in the Garden, Awakening
from the Dream” (1966)

7. Writing Taiwan’s Fin-de-Siecle Splendor: Zhu Tianwen’s urban
aesthetics

8. Two Generations of Flaneur in Hong Kong: Liu Yishan’s
“Intersection”

9. Images and Words in Xi Xi’s Floating City

10. The Rise of Asia and the American Dream: Selections from
Kevin Kwan’s Crazy Rich Asians (2013)

11. The Chinese Diasporic Imagination from the South Sea: Ng
Kim Chew “Death in the South” (1992) and
“The Fish Skeleton” (1995)

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

This course will include lectures, classroom discussions, group oral
presentations as well as final paper writing. Before the class,
students should complete the assigned readings, watch the
films/plays, listen to the musical pieces and write down their
thoughts and questions to be raised during class discussions.
Lectures will provide key concepts, themes and historical/social
contexts and demonstrate the ways of analyzing the texts.
Moreover, the course materials are interdisciplinary and
multimedia in nature and therefore, the course will provide the
students with diverse experience through listening, watching, and
reading and then further train the students’ ability of critical
thinking. Students are encouraged to find materials related to that
week’s subject and readings independently and share with the other
students their findings, thoughts, analysis and raise questions
during their oral presentations. They will have opportunities to
exercise their critical thinking and voice their opinions during the
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tutorials. and their presentations will further diversity the students’
understandings and enrich the course content as a whole.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed
(Please tick as appropriate)

a b c d

1. Mid-term and Final 20 % v | v |V |V
Exams

2. In-class assessment 30% v vV YV
and Oral
Presentation

3. Readings 10% vV vV |V Y
4. Final Papers 40% v |V |V Y
Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

A mid-term and a final quiz will test students’ grasp of their
knowledge of the content of the subject. Oral presentations will
test the students’ ability to find materials independently and their
skills of articulating their thoughts and analyzing the materials. A
term paper will test the students’ ability to incorporate what the
they learn from the class and their analytical skills into the written
assignments.

Final paper requirement: Write a 4-5-page paper on a topic of your
choice and in consultation with the instructor. Manuscripts must be
double-spaced with 12-point type and linch margins and formatted
for letter-size (8.5 x 11 in.) paper if possible. (or approximately

1600 words) .Your paper needs to discuss at least one primary text

or film from the course while engaging relevant critical issues.
Your paper must be word-processed, double-spaced, page-
numbered, and spell-checked. It should have normal margins and
a readable font. The quotation style follows Chicago style. You
should always back up your argument with evidence from the texts
through judicious use of quotations and paraphrases (keep plot
summaries to a minimum and avoid lengthy quotations). You are
expected to make use of the scholarly texts from the course to the
best of your ability. In addition, please also include 2-3 scholarly
articles to support your analysis and argument.




Student Study Effort
Expected

Class contact:
= Lectures 26 Hrs.
= Tutorials 13 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
» Readings 48 Hrs.
= Writing Report 33 Hrs.
Total student study effort 120 Hrs.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.




Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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