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Subject Code CHC334

Subject Title The Art of Reading Texts, Images, and Objects in Chinese Culture
Credit Value 3

Level 2

Pre-requisite/ Nil

Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Objectives

Research into any aspect of Chinese culture relies on using a
particular form of primary source, such as text, image, and object.
This subject introduces a range of methods to find, contextualize,
and analyse these different forms of primary sources. Specifically,
it exemplifies various ways to reconstruct the contexts and
historical processes that shape primary sources. It also illustrates
interdisciplinary approaches to unpack the multi-layered
implications of primary sources by putting texts, images, and
objects in dialogue with each other. Viewing primary sources as
sites of interaction, rather than unquestionable evidence, this
subject aims to let primary sources shed new light on pre-existed
understandings of political institutions, daily social lives, and
community memories in Chinese history and culture. After taking
this subject, students will gain a good foundation in using primary
sources and be prepared for developing capstone projects.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a) gain fundamental knowledge about primary sources on
Chinese culture in terms of their major genres,
distributions, catalogues, etc.;

b) employ a range of tools and methods to find primary
sources for particular research topics;

c) develop rigorous research questions through
contextualized, critical, and interdisciplinary analyses of
primary sources;

d) procure research and analytical skills that are foundational
for developing capstone projects.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)

1) What is Primary Source?
2) Major Genres of Texts in Chinese Culture
3) Place Texts in Contexts




4) Trace Texts in Processes

5) Gain from Critical Reading: What the Text Says vs. What
the Text Does

6) Image as Eyewitness
7) Image and Text: Dialogues and Tensions

8) Let Objects Speak: Broaden the Scope of Historical
Evidence

9) The Social Lives of Things
10) Moving Objects and the Making of the Global World

11) Past as Present: Develop Observations into Research
Questions

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

This subject consists of lectures and tutorials. Lectures will provide
the theoretical frame and introduce different tools, methods, and
approaches for analysing primary sources. In addition, this subject
assigns a piece of primary source as one of the readings each week.
In the tutorials, students are expected to discuss different ways of
analysing the primary sources in depth by employing the tools,
methods, and approaches introduced at the lectures. A mid-term
presentation and a mid-term essay will be used to evaluate students’
grasp of the specific methods for interpreting primary sources. A
final research proposal will be used to evaluate students’ ability to
develop rigorous research questions based on contextualized and
critical readings of primary sources.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)

a b c d

1. tutorial 20% v | v |V
participation

2. mid-term 20% v | v |V
presentation

3. mid-term essay 20% v | v | vV |V
4. final research 40% v | vV | v |V
proposal

Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:




This subject aims to maximize the opportunities for students to
actually work on primary sources. The four assessment methods are
all designed to fulfil this goal.

Tutorial participation reflects how students grasp the analytical
methods introduced each week, which is therefore graded to assess
learning outcomes a, b, and c.

During the mid-term, each student needs to select one piece of
primary source assigned for this subject and find at least two pieces
of additional primary sources that complicate the assigned primary
source (e.g. sources that indicate new contexts, sources that present
conflicting information). Each student needs to give an oral
presentation of the primary sources they select in the form of a
curated exhibition. In this presentation, they need to use one central
theme to connect the primary sources they select and explain their
relations. The presentation will be graded to assess learning
outcomes a, b, and c. They also need to write a mid-term essay in
the format of an exhibition catalogue that further expounds on the
connections and tensions between the primary sources they exhibit.
This essay can be used to assess learning outcomes a, b, c, and d.

By the end of the term, students need to develop a research proposal
based on the primary sources they have selected for their mid-term
project. In this research proposal, students need to identify three to
five secondary studies that are related to their selected primary
sources. They have to analyze how the primary sources might offer
new angles to further the discussions or debates in the secondary
studies. This final assignment is used to assess learning outcomes
a, b, c,and d.

Student Study Effort
Expected

Class contact:
= lectures 26 Hrs.
= tutorials 13 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
» reading 35 Hrs.
= writing 35 Hrs.
= discussion and preparation for presentation 11 Hrs.
Total student study effort 120 Hrs.
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*The list above is purely for reference. Prescribed readings will be
announced in the first meeting of the subject. Since this subject
requires students to engage with primary sources, proficiency in
Chinese is expected of students.

Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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