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Subject Code CHC405

Subject Title Infrastructure, Politics, and Society in China and Asia
Credit Value 3

Level 4

Pre-requisite/ Nil

Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Objectives

From courier stations to 5G mobile networks, infrastructures have
long shaped power relations, daily social lives, and the environment
in China and beyond. Recognizing infrastructures as complicated
systems involving multi-scale relations, this subject facilitates
students to analyse the multifaceted world-shaping impacts of
infrastructures through introducing various analytical perspectives
and concrete case studies. Specifically, the first half of the subject
familiarizes students with a range of concepts and theories that
helps unpack the political, social, cultural, and environmental
dimensions of infrastructures. The second half guides student to
employ these analytical perspectives and analyse concrete cases of
infrastructures in China and Asia. After taking this subject, students
will be able to analyse the formation and impacts of infrastructures
through interdisciplinary and transnational approaches and better
respond to contemporary issues regarding infrastructures in Global
Asia.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a) understand the important role of infrastructures in shaping
politics, society, and the environment;

b) employ multifaceted analytical perspectives to examine
the construction, maintenance, and consequences of
infrastructures;

c) apprehend and reflect on the real-world impacts, dilemma,
and conflicts regarding infrastructures through case
studies;

d) analyse historical processes and contemporary issues
through comparative and transnational perspectives.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

1) The Infrastructural Turn and Its Implications
2) Perspectives 1: Infrastructure and Technology




(Note 2)

3) Perspectives 2: Seeing Like a State
4) Perspectives 3: People as Infrastructure
5) Perspectives 4: The Poetics of Infrastructure

6) Perspectives 5: Ecological Consequences and
Environmental Justice

7) Cases 1: Transportation, Communication, Circulation

8) Cases 2: Resource and Energy Extraction

9) Cases 3: Surveillance and Resistance

10) Imperialism and the Expansion of Infrastructures in Asia
11) Infrastructures and the Making of Global Asia

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

This subject consists of lectures and tutorials. Lectures will
introduce different analytical perspectives and concrete cases
regarding the construction, maintenance, and impacts of
infrastructures. In the tutorials, students are expected to discuss
the weekly reading materials in depth. A mid-term literature
review essay will be used to assess students’ grasp of the
concepts, theories, and analytical perspectives introduced in this
subject. A creative field research presentation and a field research
essay will be used to evaluate students’ ability to employ
multifaceted analytical perspectives to examine real-world cases
of infrastructures and develop critical reflections.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Specific assessment | % Intended subject learning
methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)

a b c d

1. tutorial | 20% v | v | vV |V
participation

2. mid-term literature | 20% v |V v
review essay

3. creative field | 20% v | v | vV |V
research presentation

4. final field research | 40% v | v | vV |V
essay

Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

Tutorial participation reflects how students have grasped the
analytical perspectives and case studies, so it will be graded to
assess intended learning outcomes a, b, ¢, and d.




During the mid-term, each student needs to select at least three
assigned readings for this subject and write a literature review
essay, which is designed to assess learning outcomes a, b, and d.

The final project of this subject has two components. First, each
student is required to select a type of infrastructure that they would
encounter in daily lives and conduct field research on that
infrastructure. They need to give a creative presentation (e.g.,
poster, video clip) on their field research observations, which will
be used to assess learning outcomes a, b, ¢, and d. Second, they
need to employ at least two analytical perspectives introduced in
this subject to analyze their selected infrastructures and write an
essay, which will be used to assess all the intended learning
outcomes.

Student Study Effort
Expected

Class contact:
= lectures 26 Hrs.
= tutorials 13 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= reading 39 Hrs.
= writing 39 Hrs.
= field research and preparation for presentation 13 Hrs.
Total student study effort 130 Hrs.
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*The list above is purely for reference. Prescribed readings will be
announced in the first meeting of the subject.

Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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