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Subject Code CHC406P
Subject Title Urban Cultures in Asia
SR SL
Credit Value 3
Level 4
Pre-requisite/ Nil
Co-requisite/
Exclusion
Objectives This course seeks ways to explicate variable, contested and multi-layered

features of urban cultures in modern and contemporary Asian societies.
After experiencing a similar history of colonization, revolution, birth of
nations, wars, ideological confrontation, etc., Asian cities have shown a
lot of commonalities in their own unique contexts. While the predominant
urban theories are still centred on Western experience, Asian cities need
to know more about each other's history and experience in order to
decolonize their own urban discourse and to reflect on the relationship
between the local, nation and region. Looking into various forms and
texts of urban culture in modern and contemporary Asian societies, this
course hopes to give students in Asia an opportunity to learn about the
history and culture of Asian cities in order to promote their understanding
of cross-border cultures in non-Western contexts.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

a) Have a good understanding of how cities are studied in
contemporary culture through various texts and theories

b) Identify major historical, cultural and social factors that have
exerted influence on specific Asian cities as well as cities in
general

¢) Gain a deeper understanding of cultural production of Asian
cities in a greater social and historical discourse

d) Critically discuss Asian urban environment from a non-West
centric, non-neoliberal and non-ultra-localistic point of view

e) Be well-equipped to pursue advanced studies in cultural and
urban studies from an interdisciplinary perspective

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)

1) Introduction to urban theories and major themes in urban
studies I: Colonialism and the Nation

2) Introduction to urban theories and major themes in urban
studies I1: Globalization and the Local

3) Shanghai Modern: Literature and urban life

4) Tokyo: Media, architecture and capitalism




5) Taipei: colonialism and exhibition

6) Hong Kong: Disappearance and Film

7) Seoul: Urban Regeneration and its Discontents
8) Guangzhou: Revolution and Urban Planning
9) Tropical Urbanism: Southeast Asian cities |
10) Tropical Urbanism: Southeast Asian cities 11
11) Multicultural Asia

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

After the two introductory lessons, every class of this course
consists of a two-hour lecture and a one-hour seminar session
where more case studies, discussions and presentations led by the
students. This teaching method aims to maximize the participation
of students in contemporary topics. Students in team are required
to give oral presentations on their preferred topics to encourage
them to conduct small scale research in group on their own. Finally,
a final paper will solidify the intended learning outcomes while
facilitating independent thinking and writing skills.

Assessment Methods
in Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
tick as appropriate)

a b c d e

1. In-class 20% v v |V
assessment

2. Oral Presentation | 30% v v v v

3. Final Paper 50% v v v Y Y

Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in
assessing the intended learning outcomes:

1. In-class assessment such as group discussion, debates,
experience sharing are important for the class to allow students
to relate their own experience and thoughts with class content.

2. Group oral presentations give students opportunities in teamwork
and present their ideas orally so that they may also review class
content as well as discuss their own findings on the topics.

3. An individual written paper will help students to improve their
academic research and writing ability, enhancing their analytical
capacity on historical and contemporary issues.

Student Study Effort
Expected

Class contact:

= |ecture 28Hrs.

= seminar 11Hrs.

Other student study effort:




» reading and film viewing 50Hrs.

= writing 32Hrs.

Total student study effort 121Hrs.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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