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Subject Code CHC407P

Subject Title Digital Humanities and Chinese Studies
B N\ RS

Credit Value 3

Level 4

Pre-requisite/ Nil

Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Objectives

This subject aims to discuss how Digital Humanities (thereafter
DH) could provide an epistemological model for studying Chinese
literature and history. By reading articles on DH theories and
methodology as well as providing relevant hands-on DH
assignments and practices, this course would provide a
comprehensive introduction for students to understand the essential
theories, tools, and practices of applying DH to Chinese literary and
historical studies in the digital era. Instructors will guide students
to read and discuss articles focusing on DH theory and
methodology, which will help students know how scholars think
about and apply DH in their research. Instructors will also introduce
important DH tools and allow students to practice these tools in
their assignments and projects. Through classroom discussions and
hands-on practices, this subject will cultivate students’ critical
thinking abilities as well as the essential skills to apply DH to their
own research.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(&) Understand the potentials and limitations of combining Digital
Humanities and Chinese studies, and

(b) Cultivate an ability to appreciate and criticize research with DH
methodology, and

(c) Understand how to use up-to-date DH tools, and
(d) Conduct and design academic research with DH properly, and

(e) Equip themselves with the necessary critical thinking abilities and
digital literacy skills facing new challenges in the digital era.




Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)

1) Introduction: Rise of Digital Humanities as a field

2) Digital Humanities in Pre-Digital Era

PART I: Digital Humanities and Literary Studies

3) Methodology Turn: “Distant Reading” vs “Close Reading”
4)  The Sociology of Literature

5)  Linguistics and Literature: Word Frequency and Literary
Style

6) Statistical Models and Literary Studies

7)  Graphs, Maps, and Networks: Visualization of Literature.
PART II: Digital Humanities and Historical Studies

8) Big Data and Chinese History

9) Quantitative Analysis in Historical Studies

10) Relational Database and Historical Records: CBDB (China
Biographical Database) as an Example

11) Geographical Information System (GIS) and Historical
Research

12) Historical Network Research: Social Network Analysis
(SNA) and other Networks

13) Class Projects Presentations

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

The course consists of lecture, discussion, oral presentation, writing
exercise, and final presentations.

Students will do assigned reading before coming to class. Lectures
include introduction to the theories, methodologies, and
applications of Digital Humanities to Chinese studies, as well as
extensive analysis of possibilities, potentials, and limitations of
Digital Humanities in the studies of Chinese culture.

Students will discuss in classroom and present in tutorial their
understanding of the applications of digital tools to the analysis of
their chosen topics. They will also conduct research on selected
research topics, present their findings, and write reflective essays
on the final projects.




Assessment Methods

in Alignment with Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
Intended Learning methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed (Please
Outcomes tick as appropriate)
(Note 4) a b c d e
1. In-class 20% A A A
assessment
2. Tutorial 20% ViV Vv
Presentation
3. Hands-on 30% Vv Vv
Assignments
4. Final project 30% A A A
Total 100 %
1. Instructor will assign readings to students every week. The
readings include the content of each topic of this course. Students
need to read them carefully and participate in classroom
discussion.
2. Tutorial presentations are especially suited for students’
presentation of their own understanding of issues arising from the
lectures. They also make it easy for the teacher to evaluate their
mastery of the intended learning outcomes.
3. The hands-on assignments is designed to assess students’ ability
to use those DH tools this course introduce.
4. The term project is about 2000 words on a topic related to the
course subjects. It is designed to assess students’ mastery of the
main content of the course and their ability to pursue their own
learning.
Student Study Effort | Class contact:
Expected
= lectures 26 Hrs.
= tutorials 13 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= reading 40 Hrs.
= hands-on practices 40 Hrs.
Total student study effort 119 Hrs.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Outcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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