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Subject Code CHC2CMO5P

Subject Title Confucianism and Chinese Culture {357 B2k
Credit Value 3

Level 2

Pre-requisite /
Co-requisite/
Exclusion

Exclusion: CC204 and CC2C05 and CC2CO05P and CC2CMO5P and CHC409P

Objectives

The study of Confucianism is essential to the understanding of Chinese culture
throughout China’s long history. Students will gain basic knowledge of the gist
of Confucian teachings from this subject as it covers the major figures of
Confucianism through the ages, their influential ideas and the major
propositions of classical and neo-Confucianism. At once a personal philosophy
and a state ideology in imperial times, Confucianism addressed the ethical,
social, and political concerns in people’s daily life by promoting learning and
by devising institutions of good government. Despite its untimely aspects, it
still exerts influence in modern China and countries in East Asia. Avid students
of the subject can expect to learn from it a workable way to relate their personal
conduct and social responsibilities to a larger sense of humaneness and cultivate
a positive outlook on life and the world. This subject will include substantial
reading and writing assignments for the fulfillment of the Chinese Reading and
Writing Requirements in Chinese sessions.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

(a) understand the teachings of the major figures and propositions of classical
and neo-Confucianism,

(b) present the gist of the Confucian classics,

(c) learn embodying the Confucian ideal of connecting personal conduct and

social responsibilities and forge a positive world view,

(d) spell out Confucian contributions to world civilization,

(e) enlarge their understanding of facets of Chinese culture,

(f) fulfill the Chinese Reading and Writing Requirements in Chinese session.

Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)

1. Introduction: Why Confucianism excels in a world of competing thoughts {&E%R

URBR, FTEHAE, fTUE

e

2. The Confucian Six Canons and Six Arts fi 3% 7~ &% Bil 75 2k

3. The “gentleman” ideal: Confucius and his disciples “F 72 4H: fLF LFHFIA
ST




4.  The “great man” ideal : Mencius’s “gentleman” “AK"IB48: ZFZ BT

5. Han Dynasty Emperor Wu and Dong Zhongshu: Makers of a Confucian state
ideology VR BELE AP EF: i XK BB ABRE R M FEE

6.  Value inculcation via studying The Analects of Confucius and the Classic of Filial
Piety B8 Gaak) « (FEL) MAAMEREM

7.  Confucian values weakened and the rise of Neo-Confucianism {3 S8 (H 591t Bd
B 2 B

8.  Neo-Confucian classics and their major concerns H7ff Z: 4% i 2 J2 F B O S I

9.  The Four Books and the cultivation of social-political leaders {PUZ) HLE A+
MR

10. Neo-Confucian social institutions in late imperial China JT tH 9 [8 37 7 K 14 &
s

11. Confucianism and present-day China i 2 A8 BL & 4+

12. Learning of the Mind and Heart: the gist of Zhu Xi and Wang Yangming
philosophies A ELLEE: R FERBL[G A 5

13. Conclusion: Who is a genuine Confucian? #8%4%: &2 E (7 (Plus review of the
mid-term quizzes LA SHHPHER . [B]12F (A1)

Students will read assigned writings pertinent to the lecture before class.

Teaching/Learning Lectures will include discussion of the theses and arguments from such
Methodology writings. Students will be asked to present views and findings in the class from
a book or an essay on the reading list or one within the concern of the course.
(Note 3) Teacher will join in discussion to demonstrate the skills needed for critical
reading and presentation. A term paper of substantial research will be decided
early in the semester and the teacher will monitor students’ progress and teach
them skills for independent research. Quizzes on students’ understanding of the
themes and theses taught will be conducted to ensure their grasp of the subject.
Students taking the subject for CR will have to demonstrate knowledge of texts
designated for those purposes. Whenever appropriate, interactive
communications, either between the teacher and the students or among the
students themselves, will take the place of the conventional lecture format.
ﬁ/lsesflf(s)l(;lse;: Specific assessment % Intended subject learning outcomes to
. . methods/tasks weighting | be assessed (Please tick as
Alignment with appropriate)
Intended Learning
Outcomes a b c d e f
(Note 4) 1. Class participation | 10% v v v v v v
2. Two quizzes 40%
3. Term paper (2,000 - | 50% v v v v v v
3,000 words)
(10%
graded by
CLO)




Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:

1. Class participation, including class attendance and active engagement
in Q&A session and tutorials, can help judge if students are well
prepared for the course.

2. The quizzes can test if students have grasped major points learnt and
elaborated them to form their own arguments.

3. Term paper aims to assess students’ overall understanding of facets of
Chinese culture they got from the course and their ability to present
their writing clearly and convincingly. Students must obtain a D or
above on the [CW/CR] assignment to pass the subject. Students are
required to read the materials in the “required reading lists” to complete
the task.

Student Study Class contact:
Effort Expected
= Lectures 26 Hrs.
= Tutorials 13 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= Readings 45 Hrs.
» Discussions 6 Hrs.
*  Writing exercises 30 Hrs.
Total student study effort 120 Hrs.
Reading List and Reading Requirements
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Chan, Wing-tsit. 1963. A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy.
Princeton: Princeton University Press.
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De Bary. Wm. Theodore. 1983. The Liberal Eucation in China. Hong
Kong: Chinese University Press. (Reading Requirement: pp. 1-122)
Makeham, John. 2008. Lost Soul: Confucianism in Contemporary
Chinese Academic Discourse. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University

Asia Center.
Mote, Frederick W. Intellectual Foundations of China. New York:




Knopf, 1971 [1*' ed.]; New York: McGraw-Hill Pub. Co., c1989 [2™
ed.].(Reading Requirement: pp. 1-133)
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Note 1: Intended Learning Qutcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon subject completion.
Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time, overcrowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4: Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which
of the subject intended learning outcomes that each method is intended to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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